
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PART 15 • GOOD THINGS COME IN PAIRS • GALATIANS 4:21-31 
In this week's passage the apostle Paul leads us into some amazing biblical history, an allegorical 
interpretation and some personal and practical applications based on the lives of two mothers, two sons 
and the two covenants that they represent, pointing to two cities and two destinies. 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE 
 
1) What stood out for you from Sunday’s message? 
2) Was there anything you did not understand? What questions were raised for you? 
3) How did the Holy Spirit speak to you? 
  

GOING DEEPER 
 
1) On Sunday we saw the following graphic contrast between the false teacher’s version of the gospel 

and Paul’s. Believe in Jesus + Obey the Law = To Be Saved—VERSUS—Believe in Jesus = To Be 
Saved + Obey the Law. And more simply put—Belief + Obedience = Salvation—VERSUS—Belief 
= Salvation + Obedience. How does this help your understanding of the Gospel? How else might 
you say this in words that an unbelieving friend might better understand? 
 

2) From vs. 4:21, what does it mean to want to be “under the law?” (Compare with 4:4-5, and 5:16-20). 
Why do you think Paul can say that those under the law don’t really listen to what the law says? 
 

3) Read the story behind this passage in Genesis 16:1-4; 18:10-14; 21:1-10. What are the differences in 
the births of these two sons (v.23)? 
 

4) What does Paul say each birth mother represents (v.24-26)? Why? 
 

5) The residents of Jerusalem would regard Sarah as their mother and Hagar as the mother of the 
Gentiles. Why does Paul reverse things? How does this bolster his argument in 3:7 and 4:7-9? 
 

6) From vs. 27, what does Paul imply by quoting Isaiah 54:1? How does Sarah serve as an encouraging 
picture to all who consider themselves to have failed or have been disappointed? 
 

7) From vss. 28-31, why do religious people need the gospel? Why do irreligious people need the 
gospel? Why do religious people persecute the gospel-bearers? What does Paul mean by quoting 
from Genesis 21:10 in vs. 4:30? 
 

Key Scripture references from last weeks message 
Galatians 4:21-31, Genesis 16:1-3, 21:1-3 


