
 

 
PART 15 • FORGIVEN INDEED • LUKE 5:17-26 
Dr. Luke recounts another story when, on one occasion, Jesus is at home in Capernaum teaching a large 
crowd with the Pharisees and teachers of the law present. Four men cut a hole in the roof and drop their 
paralyzed friend down in from of Jesus. His response to their faith is shocking... 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE 

  
1. Ask the group to debrief for those who missed the sermon on Sunday. 
2. What stood out as new or fresh this time through? 
3. What questions did these verses raise? 
4. What truth could you share with someone else? 

 
GOING DEEPER 
1) When we are very young our parents carried us much of the time. We needed that because we 

literally could not walk. As we grew they and others continued to carry us in many ways if not 
physically. Describe a time when someone or a group of people carried you through something or to 
a destination that was helpful to you. What does this teach you about disciple-making?  
 

2) Luke 5:17-19 (see also Mark 2:1-7) describes the scene in Peter’s house on this special occasion. As 
you reread this passage what stands out for you about the various characters and players present in 
this scene? Who’s there and what do you find significant about each group? Why are they there and 
what are they each expecting from Jesus?  
 

3) In vs. 5:20 Jesus responds with what most of those present were not expecting, “Man, your sins are 
forgiven you.” We read that He saw their faith. Since the paralytic didn’t do anything or say 
anything, what must have Jesus seen in their faith, the man’s faith that warranted God’s forgiveness?  
 

4) When Jesus said, “Man, your sins are forgiven” the Pharisees questioned in their hearts. Then we 
read that Jesus knew their very thoughts and hearts. Mark says, “And immediately Jesus, perceiving 
in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves…” 2:8. What was different about what he 
perceived in their hearts versus the men of faith who brought the paralytic to him? How do you 
respond to the Holy Spirit’s prompting concerning your sinful thoughts and heart? 
 

5) Jesus intentionally chose the word easier when he posed his hypothetical question to them. Which of 
the two options did they think was easier? Why? What does this tell us about their view of God and 
his Law? Why would they have thought or expected that God would of course be forgiving toward 
them? What does this story and Jesus’ forgiving and then healing of this man teach you about his 
forgiveness of you and your sin? Knowing you are forgiven like this, how then should you live? 
 

Key Scripture references from this week’s message 
Luke 5:15, 17-26, 1 Samuel 16:7b, Jeremiah 17:10, Ezekiel 11:5, Mark 2:2-4 


