
 

 
WEEK 3—WHEN LIFE’S  THE PITS!  GENESIS  37:12-36 • READ  
 
The story of Joseph takes a significant turn this week as he is sent by his father to ensure that his 
brothers and the flock are well. Joseph travels the 50 plus miles to the land of Shechem proudly wearing 
his coat of many colours that his father had given to him. Meanwhile his brothers have already been 
making plans for him. The test that Joseph must soon endure sets the stage for the next chapter in his life 
and that of his whole family! 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE 
 
1) What stood out for you from Sunday’s message? 

2) Was there anything you did not understand? What questions were raised for you? 

3) How did the Holy Spirit speak to you? 

 
GOING DEEPER 
 
1) Can you recall a time in your life when you felt that you either fell into or were pushed into a pit? 
How did you get there? How did you get out? 
 
2) Read Psalm 119:71 and Romans 8:28. How does God use hardships and pits for our good? Can you 
think of a time when this has been true for you? 
 
3) Read Psalm 107:6, Psalm 120:1 and Psalm 118:5–8. Tell about a time you cried out to the Lord and 
how He helped you. 
 
4) Read Psalm 94:17–19 and Psalm 34:17–19. What do you think God is trying to show us through these 
verses? 
 
5) Even in difficulty, we find comfort and hope when we cry out to God. What are some of the various 
ways God comforts us when we cry out to Him? 
 
There is a strong possibility that someone in your group this week is going through a pit test. Take time 
to ask each other if anyone is going through a particularly challenging season. Gather around them, and 
spend some time praying for them as a group. 
 
Key Scripture references from last weeks message 
Genesis 37:12-36; 42:21, Proverbs 16:18, James 1:3-4, 12, 1 Peter 5:8 


