
 

 
WEEK 8—THE FORGIVENESS TEST • GENESIS 42  
 
Its a few years into the famine and the story returns to Joseph's family, Jacob his father and his 11 
brothers. God, in his providence, has taken Joseph to Egypt and now he will begin the process of 
bringing his family to Egypt and the redemption, reconciliation and restoration of this family! 
 
MESSAGE RESPONSE 
 
1) What stood out for you from Sunday’s message? 

2) Was there anything you did not understand? What questions were raised for you? 

3) How did the Holy Spirit speak to you? 

 
GOING DEEPER 
 
1) How would you describe the “perfect day” in your home or family? How would describe “perfect” 
Christmas?  
 

2) When you look at Joseph’s response to the people who hurt and betrayed him, “But he treated them 
like strangers and spoke roughly to them,” what are your first thoughts? Do you identify with 
Joseph? What are some of your initial responses to the people who have hurt or offended you? 
 

3) Is it possible to truly forgive someone who has done us a great wrong, even if they never 
acknowledge it or repent of what they have done? Why is it so hard? How have you been able to? 
 

4) Romans 12:19-20 tells us that only God can bring justice to an unjust situation because He’s the only 
one qualified to do it. When we refuse to forgive others what do we end up doing as a result? What 
does that say about how we view God? How does vs. 20 suggest we respond?  
 

5) In your own words, describe what it means to fully forgive someone who has hurt or offended you. 
 

6) It’s true to say that we all struggle with forgiveness despite the fact that we know we have all hurt 
others and need their forgiveness. What, in particular, do you find especially difficult to forgive? 
 

7) Take some time to share and pray about any offenses that you have experienced recently. Consider 
any grudges or hard feelings you may be holding on to. Pray with each other that you may forgive 
your offender and that you will receive forgiveness in your heart as well. 

 
Key Scripture references from last weeks message 
Genesis 42, 1 Corinthians 7:10, Matthew 6:9-15 


